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Abstract 
Countries in transition, global economical crises, tendencies for European integrations and world globalization are actual factors 
that have considerable influence in different perception of real situation in multicultural environment of education. Also the 
general definition of ethical standards in such environments presents complex process. 
Within this research paper we made a case study about the ethical education in South East European University in Republic of 
Macedonia. It is worth to mention that the University is relatively new and established with international support for resolving 
the problem of higher education in multi-cultural environment. The students of five different Faculties (Contemporary Sciences 
and Technologies, Languages, Cultures and Communications, Law, Public Administration and Political Sciences and Business 
and Economics), are equally involved in completing the questionnaires prepared by the Macedonian Unit of the International 
Network of the UNESCO Chair in Bioethics at SEEU. From the descriptive, analytical and comparative approach used we 
generated results that present a clear picture of the current situation. 
The primary purpose of the research is to find the real state regarding the ethical perceptions of students, as a very import 
category for determining the future of our human society, and to extract conclusions for further cooperation in support of ethics 
on education 
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1. Introduction 
How much is ethics needed for human society, and what ethics role is in the development of the society can be 
ascertained in the expression from twenty years ago by Jacques Cousteau (Cousteau, 1989): 
“Without ethics, everything happens as if we were all five billion passengers on big machinery and nobody is 
driving the machinery. And it's going faster and faster, but we don't know where!”
Ethics now has equal importance as before. Ethics, as a branch of philosophy continues to deal with the 
fundamental values of human relationships, studies the quality and the basis of activities or behaviors which, from 
the view point of moral are good, bad, accepted or unaccepted. But lately we have witnessed that the world is facing 
with new challenges and crisis perception that is conditioned by various factors such as global economic crisis, the 
tendency for European integration, world globalization, etc. Also, the rapid development of science and 
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advancement of new modern technologies cannot be left aside. The influence of such factors is normal to be 
different in different countries and different social categories!    
In this paper, the object of study is university youth. Because they present significant category in number almost 
in any country, and their professional education can be treated, since they determine the future of the country and 
general values of human society. Ethical values are integrated within the higher education (Moutlana, 2007). 
Members of the academic community, such as teaching and administrative staff along with students are promoting 
ethical principles in relation with academic freedom, intellectual integrity and the fair and respectful treatment of 
others (Kenneth, 2002).  
2. Case Study: Ethical perceptions in University level 
The case study was conducted at SEE-University (www.seeu.edu.mk) in Macedonia, a country that is still in 
social, economic and political transition. The university is relatively young, with status of private/public institution 
that is established with national and international support during the ethnic crisis in 2001. Currently is an example of 
the multicultural environment, where studies and research is done in parallel in two local languages, Albanian and 
Macedonian, and in English as an international language. The mission of the university is to provide: excellence in 
teaching and research, equity and openness regardless of ethnicity and broad internal and international co-operation. 
Within the university functions the Macedonian Unit of the International Network of the UNESCO Chair in 
Bioethics (Bioethics, 2010). Under the leadership of this unit 500 students of five different faculties are surveyed, 
100 students from each one, all undergraduates. This number represents approximately 10% of the students of this 
cycle, which is reasonable for the parameters of the social sciences. In addition to unit members, academic and 
administrative staff, significant number of students has been directly involved in the implementation of the survey, 
the distribution of questionnaires, technical data processing and extraction of final findings. In this case students 
have been directly involved in the research process and involved in all stages of completion of the survey. Bellow is 
presented some of the most characteristic findings of the research. 
2.1. How do the students define ethics? 
The first question students were asked was: What do ethics mean? How do you define it? 
After checking the answers we got the result given on the figure bellow for the five faculties at SEEU. From the 
received responses it can be concluded that students have not enough knowledge on issues related to ethics. This is 
evident from the fact that a considerable part (37%) of them haven’t responded, while some of them (7%) have 
incorrect answers. At first glance it can be concluded that students do not have enough ethics knowledge. Maybe 
this is a consequence of prior education, because about 1/3 of surveyed students were students of the first year. It is 
worth mentioning that from the students who responded, there have been many appropriate definitions.  
Figure 1. How do the students define Ethics?   
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But it is interesting that some students directly connect the ethics with the university environment, considering it 
as  a  whole  of  principles  that  deals  with  professor  and  a  student  behaviour,  means  as  rules  of  conduct  in  the  
university environment. 
2.2. Are there written ethical rules in the university? 
From the answers to this question it can be stated that more than half of the students (62%) are not informed 
whether or not there are written ethical rules at the University. Thus a considerable number (18%) think that there 
are no such defined rules, whereas others (44%) have no knowledge at all about this matter. This raises the 
obligation of university management to specify, publish and to affirm more written ethical rules. 
2.3. How satisfied are you with respecting the ethical norms? 
Students’ opinions are different in assessing the current status of respecting ethical norms. More than half of 
them (53%) stated that are partially satisfied. Then follows the others (24%) who are less satisfied, completely 
satisfied  (17%)  and  smaller  group  of  them  (6%)  who  claim  they  are  not  satisfied  at  all.  These  issues  need  to  be  
treated additionally and to provide specific options and promote ethical values that will support the positive way of 
thinking! 
2.4. Do the faculties offer ethics courses and how much are they supported by students? 
To clarify how much faculties contribute with courses on ethics and how many students are interested in such 
courses, within the survey there are two relevant questions concerning this. Through the first question we get the 
information that a relatively small number of students attend such courses as mandatory (7%) and some students 
choose elective courses concerning this issue (12%), while the majority (81%) of students is not even involved in 
the process of ethics education within the curricula. 
Figure 2. Do the faculties offer ethics courses and how much they are supported by students?   
In this case it can be concluded that at SEE University, perhaps this discipline is not represented adequately, 
having  in  consideration  the  fact  that  the  general  trend  of  development  of  this  discipline  is  contemporary.  As  an  
illustration can be mentioned the support of several projects dedicated to ethics (Ethicsweb, 2009) in the framework 
of FP7 (FP7, 2009) and UNESCO's commitment in support of global education, scientific and cultural development 
of human society (UNESCO, 2010), which has integrated ethics education as its inseparable part. 
How much is the interest of students for courses dedicated to ethics education, it can be concluded from the 
second chart, where it is noted that a significant number of students (41%) confirm the selection of such courses, if 
would be offered in their formal curricula. Even though half of the students (48%) who declared as undecided, gives 
us hope that perhaps the subjects about ethics education will be more represented in a near future. This can also 
serve as important information for reviewing the academic planning at the university level. 
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2.5. Relations between ethics, interethnic relation and education! 
To obtain information from students, what we would benefit from the implementation of ethics in higher 
education and especially in multi-cultural environments, students were asked to response for inter ethnic relations 
and educational process. It is interesting that 57% of students believe that ethics education would have significantly 
improved ethnic relations, while a greater number of them from 62% reported that the level of education will be 
growing as well! 
2.6. Do we need to pay more attention to ethics in University level? 
From the answers to the question, whether it should be paid to ethics more attention, a massive support from the 
students (72%) in all faculties is found. But still undecided stay not a small number of students (17%), which makes 
us suspect that perhaps, comes to lack of information or indeed they are undecided for this issue. 
Figure 3. Do ethics deserve more attention in University level?   
Only a small number of students (10%) believe that the most important is the professional education within the 
university institutions, while ethics is perceived and it is promoted itself! 
2.7. What kinds of activities are preferred for improving ethical values? 
Students opinions of are of all kinds, concerning concrete activities that would like to be taken in the context of 
ethical education. Bellow is listed their proposals on the activities and the media who would like to realize: 
 Seminars (31%) 
 Debates (26%) 
 Lectures (16%) 
 Conferences (10%) 
Web site (10%) 
 Students’ radio (7%) 
It is also worth to mention that the largest number of students (77%) stated that within the university should have 
special professional office, where could be presented case of possible violations of ethical norms and to be taken 
appropriate measures! Only a small number (11%) of students feel that there is no need for such offices and again 
(12%) is undecided! 
3. Conclusions 
Based on real ethics promotion values at the University level and the results of a case study research at SEEU, 
from the group members and Bioethics Unit in collaboration with students came to the following conclusions: 
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 There are indications that enrolled students in universities with insufficient knowledge in the field of ethics, as a 
result of prior education. 
 Students themselves are demanding the implementation of ethics courses within the curricula, on the benefit of 
upgrading the moral culture with starting point at the family, continued at the elementary and secondary school 
and under the influence of other social factors in general. 
 Ministry of Education and Science and the Academic Planning Offices within universities must seriously handle 
perception of current trend of ethical values in higher education and to review the possibility of enriching the 
curriculum with dedicated courses to moral and ethics in general, as well as professional ethics in particular. 
 Code of ethics must be necessarily published in written form in the university premises, in order to inform and to 
remind constantly students and staff members with the freedoms, rights, and obligations as well as courtesy 
within the high education institutions and outside them.  
 It is preferred Universities to consider opening special offices dedicated to morality and ethics, where possible 
cases of violations of ethical norms will be reported and appropriate advisory or penalty measures be taken. 
 Seminars, debates, conferences and other similar activities can be very productive in the advancement of ethical 
values within the university and broader. 
Such conclusions represent the preferences of Macedonian Unit of the International Network of the UNESCO 
Chair in Bioethics, in favour of guaranteeing sustainable ethical values at the university level. 
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